THURINGIA
^IfliE scenic beauties of this entrancing region are a
-*- never-ending source of inspiration and have been
so frequently described as to be almost trite in their
familiarity. However, no description, no matter how
exquisite, can do full justice to the reality as the eye
catches a miraculous vista of undulating hills and vast
stretches of dark woodland, capped here and there by
the ragged ruins of some old castle, still bravely flinging
its tattered majesty against the changing skies.
The district lies in the very center of Germany and
is intersected in all directions by railroads and autobus
lines, the latter running to the otherwise inaccessible
spots in the forest, Beautiful paths and motor roads
also wind through the wooded hills and valleys,
especially in the vicinity of the various health and summer
resorts which are scattered throughout the province.
All these places are well-supplied with modern hotels
and living quarters and have splendid theaters and
orchestras. The health resorts are equipped with the
latest therapeutic facilities to supplement the health-
giving properties of the extremely salubrious climate and
the wonderful air, which owing to the proximity of the
great forests, is pure and invigorating even in the larger
towns and industrial centers. For this reason the
Thuringian resorts are often prescribed as an after-cure
following prolonged treatment at other watering-places,